
 

 English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 
 Information Sheet 
Introduction: 
 

English 10 Honors is a pre-AP level course. This assignment is intended to provide you with an 
accurate picture of what English 10 Honors will entail as it relates to the rigor of the texts, the 
depth of literary analysis, and the types of assignments that you can expect. 
 
Each quarter, you will be completing an “Honors Critical Thinking Assignment” (HCTA)/block 
quote assignment related to one of the major literary that we have read. This assignment will 
give you an opportunity to review the assignment requirements, practice your literary analysis, 
and feel prepared for English 10 Honors. 
  
Assignment Overview:  
 

This assignment contains four parts, all of which build upon each other. In order to be 
successful in this project, you should thoroughly complete all of the documents in the order 
listed below. The supplementary materials provided online are intended to aid you in the 
completion of this assignment. 
 
Task 1: Read the background information on the Anglo-Saxon era and the epic poem Beowulf.  

o This is the first text that we will study in class at the beginning of the year. 
 
Task 2: Select three block quotes from the text that illustrate the theme provided. 

THEME: Wisdom is a more valuable weapon than physical strength. 
 
Task 3: Complete the graphic organizer provided in this packet (pages 4 & 5) 

o This document will help you select three block quotes (4 or more typed lines), 
connect them to the theme provided above and identify and analyze the effects of 
two literary devices on the theme. 

 
Task 4: Use the information from the graphic organizer to construct one paragraph per quote 

that reveals your understanding of the quote, its connection to the theme, and how the 
figurative language in the quote emphasizes the theme. 
o More detailed information on this topic is provided on the next page. 

 
Documents Provided: 

 
Hard copy: Distributed at English 10 Honors meeting or picked up from the HHS main office. 

These documents can also be found on the HHS English Department website (see next page). 
o Assignment information: introduction, overview, directions 
o MLA guideline reminders (as they relate to this assignment) 
o List of stylistic literary devices 
o Graphic organizer required for assignment 

 
Online only: Directions about how to access the documents can be found on the next page. 

o Recommended timeline for work completion 
o Anglo-Saxon background information  
o Model assignments with comments  
o Assignment rubric 
o MLA formatting help sheet for Microsoft Word 
o Final checklist 
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Assignment Directions: 

 

1. Carefully read all of the information provided for this assignment on the HHS website before 

beginning this assignment.  
 
To locate the documents: 

a. visit www.lcps.org/hhs 
b. click on the” Academics” tab at the top of the page. 
c. select “English” from the list 
d. scroll down to “Summer Assignments” on the left-hand side 
e. select “Grade 10 Honors Summer Assignment” 
f. Review and complete all of the documents on this page. 

 
You will find the following documents, which you should read carefully, on this page: 

a. Anglo-Saxon Background Information 
b. Segments of Beowulf  

i. This version is from the purple Language of Literature: British Literature 

textbook that you will be using for this course. 
ii. Do not use an alternate form of the text, as there are many variations on 

the translation of Beowulf. 
 

2. After reading the text, select three block quotes (four or more typed lines) from Beowulf that 
illustrate the theme wisdom is a more valuable weapon than physical strength. 

 
3. Complete the “HCTA graphic organizer” attached to this information sheet. Identify two 

literary devices in each quote that demonstrate how it relates to the theme provide. 
 

4. Construct a one paragraph long analytical response per quote (three paragraphs total) that 

meets the criteria indicated below. 
a. Identify at least two examples of literary devices in each block quote.  

i. You can find a list of possible literary devices on the next page.  
ii. You may use each literary device up to two times in this assignment. Strive to 

use a variety of stylistic literary devices in your analysis. 
b. Construct a one paragraph-length analysis (per quote) that reveals your 

understanding of the passage. Your paragraph must include:  
i. how the block quote relates to the theme provided above 
ii. how the figurative language emphasizes the theme  

c. When typing your assignment, use MLA Style Conventions.  
d. If you don’t know how to manipulate Microsoft Word to follow MLA Style 

Conventions, please read the “MLA Style Guide” document provided on the HHS 
website. A model has also been provided for your reference. Your assignment 
should be formatted exactly like the model.  

5. Consult the supplementary documents found online for additional guidelines, expectations, 
and information. 

6. Access TurnItIn.com to post your HCTA by the assigned date: September 16, 2014.  
a. TurnItIn.com Steps 

i. URL: www.turnitin.com 
ii. Class ID: 7837953 
iii. Password: English (this password is case-sensitive, so be sure to use the capitalization indicated) 

 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Block Quote Rules 
1. Block quotes are used only “If a quotation runs more than four lines in your [Microsoft word 

document]” (Gibaldi 110). This means that the quote should NOT be four lines from Beowulf; 
it will probably be many more lines from the epic! 

2. When block quoting poetry (like Beowulf), the quote should run flush to the right margin. To 

do this, use slashes ( / ) to indicate line breaks in the original text format. 
3. Block quotes are indented 10 spaces (two tabs) from the left margin. It is not acceptable for 

paragraph indentations and block quote indentations to match up, for the block quote 
indentation must be deeper. 

4. Quotation marks are not used to open/close block quotes. 
5. Punctuation goes at the end of the quote’s final sentence, not after the parenthetical 

citation.  

 
 

Citation Information  
 
Works Cited Entry for Beowulf 
Beowulf. Language of Literature: British Literature. Ed. Arthur N. Applebee. Evanston:  

McDougal Littell, 2000. 33-60. Print. 
 
 

Notice that the second line of the Works Cited entry is indented. This is called a “hanging indent.” Any time a 
Works Cited entry is more than a single line long, you should indent any additional lines to indicate that it is a part 
of the same Works Cited entry.  

 
Parenthetical Citations for Beowulf 
Parenthetical citations include the first important word from the Works Cited entry and the line 
number(s) the quote was taken from. In this case, we are not provided with an author for 
Beowulf, so the first important work in the Works Cited entry is Beowulf. This will be the first part 
of your parenthetical citation. The second component of your parenthetical citation is the line 
number(s) of the quote. So, if your first block quote comes from the first line of Beowulf (line 1 
on page 33 in the textbook), your parenthetical citation would look like this: (Beowulf 1). Notice 
that there is no punctuation between the two pieces of the parenthetical citation. If you need to 
cite more than one line in the parenthetical citation (you will have to do this for all of the block 
quotes), it would look something like this: (Beowulf 1-10). This parenthetical citation indicates 
that the quote from Beowulf can be found in the first ten lines of the epic poem.  
 
 

Stylistic Literary Devices 
Use literary devices from this list ONLY (They are all terms from your 9th grade curriculum). You 
should not use a literary device more than two times in your assignment! 
 

metaphor 
simile 

personification 
allusion 
imagery 
epithet 

 

alliteration 
onomatopoeia 

diction 
cliché 

connotation 
denotation 
hyperbole 

understatement 
verbal irony 

dramatic irony 
situational irony 

dialect 
pun 
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HCTA Graphic Organizer: Beowulf 
English 10 Honors  

 

Directions: Find a quote in the text that is rich with stylistic literary devices and that connects to the theme of the story (provided). 
Use the chart below to plan your response and ensure that it meets all of the requirements. 

Theme Statement: Wisdom is a more valuable weapon than physical strength.  

 Quote #1 Quote #2 Quote #3 

Quote & citation: 
Write out the entire 
quote and the 
proper MLA 
parenthetical 
citation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Connection to 
theme: 
Explain how the 
quote connects to or 
supports the theme. 
(approx. 1-3 
sentences) 
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Stylistic Literary 
Device #1:  
List the term and 
write the specific 
part of the block 
quote where it 
occurs.  

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 
 
 
 
 
 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Effect of Literary 
Device #1: 
Explain why this 
device is important. 
How does it relate to 
the theme? What 
purpose does it 
serve? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Stylistic Literary 
Device #2:  
List the term and 
write the specific 
part of your block 
quote where it 
occurs.  

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 
 
 
 
 
 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Stylistic Literary Device (Term): 
 
 
Where it occurs in quote: 

 

Effect of Literary 
Device #2: 
Explain why this 
device is important. 
How does it relate to 
the theme? What 
purpose does it 
serve? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


